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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Blackburn  Rural  District  Council, 


Gentlemen, 

I have  mxach  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
Department  for  the  year  ending  Jlst  December,  1941* 

As  requested  by  the  Ministry  pf  Health,  this  report  is  in  the  nature  of  an 
interim  one,  and  is  confined  to  essential  particulars. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  in  Acres  ..  ...  19,472. 

Rateable  Value £73,286. 

Estimated  Product  of  Id,  Rate  ..  ,,,  £305, 

Death  Rate  per  iOOO  of  the  Population  ,,  ...  ,,,  11,84. 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  Population  ,,  ...  ...  9.93, 


The  chief  industries  carried  on  in  the  District  are  cotton  spinning  and 
weaving,  paper  making,  'brick  making  and  agriculture. 

The  war  does  not  appear  to  have  caused  any  cliange  in  the  health  of  the 
inha'bitants  of  the  District,  either  duo  to  long  working  hours  or  any  other  causes. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  with  the  County  Borough  of  BlacklDurn 
for  them  to  provide  ambulance  facilities.  The  service  nov/  appears  to  "be 
reasona'bly  adequate. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

Work  has  been  carried  out  to  private  supplies  in  3Jcc3;eshill  and  Wilpohire. 
Both  supplies  are  now  satisfactory. 

The  Blackburn  Corporation  main  serving  Longsight  Road  has  been  extended 
further  to  include  Park  Gate  Cottages,  Copster  Green. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

General  maintenance  v;ork  only  was  carried  out. 

Closet  Accommodation. 


Privy  Middens Wil 

Pail  Closots  788 

Fresh  Water  Closets  .,  ...  2,296 

Waste  Water  Closets ol 

Number  of  Moveable  Ashbins  1,866 

Number  of  Dry  Ashpits  ...  . , . ...  ...  79 


There  were  no  privy  conversions  during  the  year. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  following  figui’es  summarise  the  amounts  of  refuse  collected  by  the 
scavengers  during  the  year. 

Visits  to  Pans  Dins 

Premises , .^ptied.  Emptied.  Load s . T.  C,  Q,. 

104,461  34.775  76,423  1,744  2,292  16  2 

Salvage . 

The  salvage  of  waste  materials  for  the  war  effort  continued  throughout  the 
year  with  the  result  that  the  folloiwng  articles  were  sold 


Material. 

Quantity. 

Approx 

. Value. 

T. 

C. 

Lbs. 

(£. 

s. 

Paper  

. 58 

16 

0 

202 

0 

Tins  and  Light  Iron 

• ♦ • • • • 

9 • 

. 3^ 

14 

0 

38 

13 

Heavy  Scrap  Iron  , . 

• • • • • • 

9 • 

. 9 

13 

0 

22 

0 

Aluminium  

4 * 

4 

0 

12 

10 

Leal  

4 

56 

2 

14 

Copper  and  Brass  . . 

• t • • • • 

9 If 

2 

84 

4 

10 

Glass  Bottles  ... 

• • • • • • 

9 • 

. 1 

9 

0 

7 

0 

Jam  Jars  

• • • • • • 

9 « 

. 1 

8 

0 

5 

8 

Textiles  (Rags)  ... 

# • • p • • 

9 • 

. 1 

0 

0 

5 

18 

Kitchen  Waste 

• • • 9 • • 

• • 

8 

56 

1 

0 

Bones  ...  ...  ... 

0 

10 

Total  • . 

9 • 

108 

2 

84 

301 

15 

M 


Sanitary  Inspections. 


Ninn'ber  of  Prenises  Visited 349 

Defects  or  Nuisaiices  Discovered  ...  17 

UtmlDer  AToated 11 

Num'ber  of  Notices  Served  (Informal)  ...  11 

N-urntjer  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  ...  5 


All  tha  usual  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  regarding  nuisances, 
Schools,  factories,  shops,  moveahle  dwellings  etc. 

Housing. 

Taken  as  a whole,  housing  conditions  are  fairly  good  in  the  District,  although 
some  action  will  he  necessary  v/hen  circumstances  permit. 

• As  was  the  case  during  1940 1 a-  i’QW  cases  of  overcrowding  were  caused  hy  the 
influx  of  unofficial  evacuees  from  "blitzed'^  areas. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 

Inspection  and  Super'/ision  of  Pood. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  routine  inspection  of  dairy  farms  was  continued  as  permitted  hy  the 
pressure  of  other  work  throughout  the  year.  Improvements  v;ere  carried  out  to 
one  shippon  during  the  year  and  an  outbuilding  v;as  converted  into  a dairy;  one 
new  dairj'-  was  erected. 

31  samples  of  milk  were  talcen,  30  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli,  and 
1 for  Plate  Count  and  bacillus  coli  tests.  All  were  satisfactory. 

Heat  and  Other  Poods. 

All  carcases  were  inspected  immediately  after  slaughter. 

The  dressed  camcase  of  a cow  v;as  found  on  a farm  within  the  District.  The 
carcase  and  all  organs,  which  \irere  diseased,  v;ere  seized,  and  action  taken  under 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Hcgulations,  1924,  end  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
Section  9(1)13,  resulting  in  the  conviction  of  the  earner  of  the  cov;. 


Animals  Inspected. 


Cov;s 

Calves 

Sheep  & Lambs 

Sv/ine 

50 

15 

21 

47 

Meat  and  Offal  Sp.rrendered. 

Ohiberculosis ...  2,258  lbs. 


Meat  and  Offal  Sp.rrendered. 

Ohiberculosis ...  2,258  lbs, 

Porkj- 

0 edema  44  lbs. 

Offal:- 

Tuberculosis  ...  . 694  1135. 

Distomatosis 231  lbs. 

Mastitis ...  157  lbs. 

Pericarditis 31  lbs. 

Indurated  Udders  ...  16  lbs. 

Oedema  ...  12  lbs. 

Tatal  . . . • • 1,141  lbs. 

Total  of  All  Meat  and  Offal  Surrendered. 

Tuberculosis  ..  2,952  lbs. 

Distomatosis 23I  lbs. 

Mastitis  . ...  ...  ...  157  lbs. 

Oedema 5^  lbs. 

Pericarditis 51  lbs. 

Indurated  Udders , , , ...  I6  lbs. 

Li^-lbs. 


Total 


• • 


• • • 


Prevalonce  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


There  were  no  epidenics  during  the  year,  "but  there  were  some  small  outbreaks 
of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  All  other  cases  were  sporadic.  A considerable 
ntimber  of  cases  of  dysentery  and  other  diseases  were  again  notified  trom  Brockhall 
Institution, 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases . 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Years 

; 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

number 

of 

deaths 

at  all 
ages 

mder 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5- 

10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

65  & 

over 

Scarlet 

11 

1 

7 

— - -1 

1 

2 

«■ 

8 

•M 

Pever 

Diphtheria 

13 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

9 

•• 

Measles 

48 

1 

1 

6 

A 

5 

25 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping 

59 

- 

2 

2 

3 

5 

20 

20 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Cough 

Pneumonia 

32 

' 

1 

1 

2 

10 

6 

4 

2 

5 

1 

•I* 

7 

Cerebro- 

■ 

spinal  fere: 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

262 

- 

- 

3 

7 

40 

51 

52 

76 

25 

7 

1 

.. 

Erysipelas 

6 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

TOTAL;. 

- 432 

1 

4 

10 

11 

19 

f 

98 

65 

66 

9i 

31 

13 

3 

18 

8 

Tuberculosis  ; Nev/  G-ases  and  Mortality . 


p..,  , ,M,.  ..  

Age  Periods 

New  Cases  j 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

CO 

0 

a 

0. 

piratory 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1-5  years 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•• 

5-10  years 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

10.  - 15  years 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  yeajTS 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

20  - 25  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

•• 

25  - 35  years 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

1 

— 

- 

35  - 45  years 

- 

1 

•HI 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

45-55  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - ^5  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL ; - 

3 

1 

1 3 

1 

2 

2 

. . - 

- 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Sessions  were  held  periodically  during  the  year  for  the  immunisation  of  pre- 
school and  School-children  against  Diphtheria.  The  sessions  took  place  either 
at  the  Schools  or  at  the  L,  0.  C.  Dental  Clinic,  Lord  Street,  Blackburn.  The 
following  figures  give  the  number  of  children  immunised. 


Number 

immunised. 

Number  of  children  who 
ceased  to  attend  before 
completion  of  course. 

Prophylactics 

used. 

Pre-School 

Children 

64 

13 

A.P.T.  Wellcome  and 
Parke  Davis  and  Co. 

School  Children 

260 

41 

- as  above  - 

TOTAL  : - 

324 

54 

